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B-3548 - B-3554 c.1850-1872 
1142-1100 Riverside Ave. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The west side of the 1100 block of Riverside Ave. is improved with a 
variety of house types, including one very unusual pair of one and a half 
story, two bay wide brick houses with steep gable roofs at 1124-1126 Riverside 
Ave., which seem to date from the early 1850's. At 1132-1142 Riverside there 
is a group of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and simple 
modillion cornices, built by John T. Grindall in the 1860's. Adjoining to the 
north is a pair of two story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and 
bracketed cornices, probably built about the same time. To the north of the pair 
of one and a half story houses described above, there is a pair of three story, 
two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and no extant roof cornices, at 1120-1122 
Riverside Ave., built in the late 1860's. 1118 Riverside Ave. is a three story, 
two bay wide gable-roofed house. 1104-1116 Riverside Ave. is a group of two 
story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses, all of which sit on high basements 
and were built in the early 1850's. Finally, at 1100-1102 Riverside Ave. there is 
a pair of two story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and no extant roof 
cornices, built about 1872. 
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This row of six two story plus attic brick houses with gable roofs were 
built as a unit in the 1850's and formed part of the original group of such 
houses that extended along this side of Riverside Ave. All of the houses have 
been covered with formstone. 

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 10' wide, and occupy lots 
82' deep. Each house is two rooms deep and has a one story high, one bay deep 
rear addition with a frame second story. 1110 Riverside has an extra one story 
high, two bay deep frame addition; 1112 has a newer two story high, three bay deep 
brick addition; and 1114 has a one story high, two bay deep rear addition. The 
houses are constructed in running bond but all have been covered with formstone. 
The low-pitched gable roofs have two-tier brick cornices which have also been 
covered with formstone. Each house has a double rectangular chimney located on 
both the front and rear roof gables along the south side of the house. 

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills 
cannot be determined because of the formstone covering, it is apparent that the 
first and second story openings had segmentally arched brick lintels with solid 
wood tympanums and that the attic story windows had flat lintels, probably wood. 
All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The houses 
have a mixed array of door types, though all have single light transoms. 1104 
Riverside has a panel door with upper lights; 1106, 1112, and 1114 have Mission-
style doors; and 1108 and 1110 have modern flush doors. The houses sit on very 
high basements, the entrances being reached by six stone steps each (wood at 1106). 
Each house has a tall rectangular basement opening located to the left of the 
steps. The houses appear to have originally all had doors leading to the basement 
located directly beneath the steps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This group of houses is representative of a large group of such two story plus 
attic houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the Federal Hill area to accomodate 
the growing labor force centered around the Baltimore waterfront. Although showing 
possible stylistic influences from Greek Revival style buildings constructed in 
Baltimore in the 1820's and 1830's (in the proportions of the attic windows and 
the chaste exterior details), the outstanding feature of these houses is their 
extreme simplicity of design and detailing. They are practical adaptations of a current 
mode of building, designed to meet the need for efficient, low-cost housing for a 

^-rowing working class community. The floor plan is essentially the same as that of 
_he two story with dormer windows type of house which generally preceded this type 
chornologically—the twx? main floors having both a front and back room separated 
by an enclosed, narrow, tightly winding staircase. Both front and back rooms 
usually have fireplaces. In these particular houses the kitchens were located in 
the high basements, with an entrance directly from the street at the front of the 
house. 

The houses were built in 1850-51 by the Baltzell family, who had leased the land 
on which they are built (and lots further south on Riverside and to the west on 
Battery Ave.) from the heirs of Caleb Hall, who had originally laid out these lots 
in the 1820's.l The Baltzells sold the houses to individual owners in the later 
1850's, most of them to Michael Doyle, a sawyer, who lived at 1106 Riverside Ave. 
and rented the other houses to a variety of tenants. 2 The first owner of 1104 
Riverside Ave. was a John Willet, a laborer, who lived there from 1860 to 1864; the 
second owner was a Michael Crampton, a ship carpenter, who lived there in the late 
1860's.; the first owner of 1110 Riverside was a Peter McGill, a ship carpenter also, 
but eventually he sold the house to Doyle.3 , 

-Baltimore City Land Records, Liber WG 214, Folio 390, 396 

2Ibid., ED 116, Folio 388; GES 147, Folio 383; Baltimore City Directory, 1858-9, 1864 

JIBid. , Liber ED 190, Folio 243; AM 273, Folio 212; ED 70, Folio 315; AM 271, Folio 292; 
B.C.P., 1856-57, 1860, 1864, 1867 
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1104-1114 Riverside Avenue 
Block 1918 Lots 040-035 
Baltimore City 
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